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family life and took to sanyasa. By then there was the
call of Yamuna (Alavandar) and even before he reached
Snrangam the latter had reached Heaven, but Ramanuja
vowed to fulfil the tasks left by him.
As a student he had challenged his teacher that
the interpretation he gave to a few Vedic statements was
distorted. Later he cured the illness of a young princess
of a strange disease which his teacher could not do. The
teacher, who was jealous, attempted to do away with
him while taking him on a trip to Kasi. Ramanuja was
forewarned and Lord Varadaraja and his consort led him
to safety.
Ramanuja lived on earth for a period of 120 years,
stayed in Snrangam for about 60 years, changed the
procedure of modes of worship in the temple. He had
a number of disciples whom he taught Vedanta. At one
stage his popularity made the neighbouring chieftain
envious and there was a scheme to kill him. But in his
place Koorthazhwar went dressed like him and faced
the challenge. In that process he gouged out his own
eyes. There was also an attempt to serve Ramanuja
with poisoned food. His disciples saved him. One
among them who was dear to Ramanuja was
Koorthazhwar.
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